
Dear Mancos School District parents and guardians, 

The Commissioner of CDE, Katy Anthes, called a superintendent briefing with 

State Epidemiologist Dr. Herlihy last Thursday to discuss the rise in and expected spread of the 

Omicron variant throughout the state’s schools in January.  At the meeting, Colorado’s COVID-

19 incident commander Scott Bookman stressed the importance of COVID testing for students 

and staff.   Therefore, Mancos School District will resume its testing protocol on Monday, 

January 03, 2022, at 7:30 a.m. for all students and staff who wish to participate.   

The following is information shared at the briefing.  Omicron variant cases as of 12.23.21 are 

9.8% of all COVID infections in Colorado.  It is expected to be the dominant strain in the next 

few weeks.

 

COVID cases fluctuate; they are currently increasing in Colorado.



Hospitalizations are considerably higher with unvaccinated people.  In addition, hospital beds are 

limited with the fewer hospital staff; people are leaving the medical profession.  This situation is 

exacerbated by the increase in deferred medical procedures from the last two years.   

 

Omicron is likely less severe than the Delta variant.  However, since it is a new variant, the State 

Epidemiologist does not want to make overly optimistic statements without substantial historical 

data.    

 

 



Vaccinated people and boosted people are less susceptible to the Omicron variant.  However, 

they can still get it.  Nevertheless, the cases from vaccinated people are significantly less severe. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Treatments are working but may be less effective with Omicron. 

 

Based on the information above and the presentation by Dr. Herlihy, we can expect an increase 

in case numbers.  However, the cases from the Omicron variant are expected to be less 

significant than the Delta variant.  Additionally, the reduction in symptom manifestation is 

especially true for (1) anyone who has been COVID positive in the past, (2) vaccinated people, 

(3) vaccinated with a booster dosage, and (4) individuals receiving treatment after being 

diagnosed.  Many positive cases with the Omicron strain are experiencing cold-like symptoms or 

are asymptomatic.   

The contagious window is believed to be the two days before symptoms if any, and the three 

days after symptoms start.  For this reason, the CDC has reduced its suggested isolation (for 

infected people) and quarantine (for possibly exposed people) to a minimum of five days rather 

than the previously suggested ten days.  Students and staff will also be encouraged to mask for 

five days if they choose the shorter isolation option.  Mancos School District will comply with 

this suggestion and allow staff and students to isolate until healthy or quarantine up to 10 days.   

Since the number of people that Omicron will impact is expected to increase, the state 

encourages regular testing.  Therefore, Mancos School District will resume its optional testing 

protocol for students and staff on Monday, January 03, 2021, at 7:30 a.m.   

To serve our students, staff, and the community, Mancos School District will support a 5th 

vaccination clinic this school year on Saturday, February 05, 2022, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Furthermore, Mancos School District will continue with its mitigation protocols such as air 

filtration units in all student spaces, optional masking for staff and students, test kits available 

from the school district nurse, direct communication with the county health department for all 

positive cases, weekly updates from the school district nurse, contact tracing for all infected 

students and staff with notifications, routine disinfecting of school facilities, visitor symptoms 



screening at the front desk, students symptom screening at home by parents, weekly testing 

program, optional vaccination clinics, hand sanitizer in all classrooms, and outside class lessons 

when possible and appropriate.   

Our goal is to stay with in-person instruction for this school year.  We are committed to your 

child’s learning experience and will do everything in our power to make it positive and 

successful.   Please call, text, or email me directly if you have any questions.  I appreciate your 

trust and the value we share for a Mancos education.  

 

All the best in this new year, 

Todd 

 
 
Respectfully,  
Todd Cordrey 

 
Superintendent, Mancos School District 
Cell: 720-322-5470 | Office: 970.533.7748 | Fax: 970.533.7537 
355 Grand Ave | Mancos, Co | 81328 
 

 


