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This week is International Clean Hands Week!

The Mancos School District Nurse gathered the kindergarten
students for a lesson in proper hand washing. The weather was
cooperative Monday morning, so we sat out on the lawn, each
student was given a dish filled with water and hand soap. We
reviewed proper hand washing skills, then each student washed
their hands.
But why is it so important? Washing our hands frequently not only
gets rid of visible dirt and debris, but it also prevents us from getting
sick as easily. As school is in full swing, our students are around
each other as well as teachers and staff, so hand washing is
essential. Not only do we have COVID-19 as a potential virus that
spreads, but also the common cold and flu.

Third time's a charm!!! We are set to begin our serial COVID-19 testing on Monday, September
27th. Currently, there are over 600 schools in Colorado participating. Many parents and students
are worried that this testing has the potential to close our schools. However, the serial
COVID-19 testing is, in fact, designed to keep schools open. Testing is for both symptomatic
and asymptomatic persons. Our school chose to perform tests on Monday mornings as a means
to discover a positive COVID-19 case and send the person home. Since the school has the
3-day weekend, the school will not have been affected. For those who test weekly and/or are
vaccinated, this person will not have to be quarantined, unless of course, this person is the one
testing positive. Also, no student will be tested without parental consent.

Great news! This is week 3, in which the school has had no COVID-19 positive cases or
quarantine period for anyone. There were 43 COVID-19 positive cases in the county in a 7 day
period ending Thursday, Sept. 16th, so caution should still be taken.


