
Sep 8, 2021
September is here, bringing cooler temperatures and
fall colors.  Our students are back in school, NFL
opening game is this Thursday.
Did you know September is also National
Awareness Month for:

Spinal cord injuries
Leukemia
Childhood cancer
Suicide prevention
School campus safety
Childhood obesity
Backpack awareness day September 16

Mancos School District is taking advantage of a great opportunity to help keep our schools
open. Please see the following:

COVID-19 School Screening Testing Program for the 2021-2022 school year

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is providing FREE, VOLUNTARY
rapid COVID-19 screening testing to all Colorado K-12 schools. This will be offered to all
students and staff within the Mancos School District regardless of vaccination status. Written
parental/guardian consent will be obtained for everyone under the age of 18.

The schools face many challenges with contact tracing and quarantining in the response to
COVID-19. We are expecting the burden of managing cases in schools to decrease along with
decreasing disease transmission. To keep students and staff safe and in-person, we believe
serial testing is essential. The goal of the screening testing program is to decrease the spread of
COVID-19 within schools, including asymptomatic spread. The program’s weekly screening
cadence allows districts and schools to more proactively monitor COVID-19 cases and better
prevent exposures and outbreaks through early detection.

This testing program will be completely free to the Mancos School District. The state of
Colorado is the recipient of federal dollars for the specific purpose of initiating school screening
testing to keep kids in the classroom and reduce the spread of COVID-19.

The Mancos School District has opted for the full-service program to include:
● Staff to administer the tests (background checks completed)
● Equipment
● Weekly testing - nasal swab



● Obtaining parent consent forms - an electronic docusign will be sent to all parents to
complete if they wish their child to be tested. This consent form will only need to be
completed once.

The school district personnel assigned to oversee the testing will receive an email with all test
results within a short period of time.

It is our plan to start the testing process on Monday, September 13th, 6:00am-11:00am. As soon
as we receive the link for parents to sign their student(s) for testing, we will forward that to you.
Testing will be performed at the entrance to the historical gym.

Update on Mancos School District COVID-19 cases:
Week of August 24 - five positive cases
Week of August 30 -  one positive case
Week of September 7 - thus far no reported cases

Student participation:

● This program is voluntary for students. Students under the age of 18 are required to
have parental or guardian consent on file in order to participate.

● All students in participating schools with parental consent on file for this COVID-19
school testing program are eligible to receive monetary incentives regardless of their
current vaccination status. While K-12 school staff are able to be tested, they are not
eligible for individual incentives.

● A participating school district or school will receive $2.50 for each test that is
administered through this program. This school district or school will receive this financial
support retroactively and on a monthly basis. The Colorado Department of Education
(CDE) will be working closely with school districts and schools to deliver this financial
support.

● A participating student will receive $25 for the first COVID-19 test that is administered
through this program. Students then receive $10 for every subsequent test administered
each week (at a maximum of one incentive per week).

● A participating student will receive their incentive(s) monthly and retroactively, via gift
card. For example, if your student is tested in September, they will receive their gift card
loaded with their total incentives for September in early October. The gift cards will be
recharged each month.

Please feel free to email or call if you have any questions.

Todd Cordrey Sharon Martinez
Superintendent District Nurse
970.533.7746 970.533.7810
tcordrey@mancosre6.edu smartinez@mancosre6.edu
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